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Student (>Dlixmbla Urdveraity stiiclying American labor unions, , 

De serin tidn ; Age 33 

height 5’7“ 

weight l60 lbs, ■ 

hair dark brown, recoeding tt the sides, combed straight back, 
description of face: Brown eyes, ubse longer; than normal, dark 
comploation, no 3car3,oars close to head, 
appearance^ , 

Personal Wears soviet, made clothes,’ well, tailored, dark, blue 

. suit, black shoos, pivple socks, smokes soviet oigarrettes, has soviet lighter, 

Personal data : M arried ha^ tiyf o r!hlldY«;ipi speedcs Russian and Armenian, member 

. of th ft CQpmnni'p t.. par ty, went to schoo 1. in Armenia, has . status of , an aspirant 
when; he returns to "the USSR \d.ll write ,his. thesis and become a candidate. 

First contact . First contact was made op Thursday Oct-ii, 15 >, 1964.3 reception 

hold in the mens faculty lounge in Columbia University,. The suhjeoMWis^P^^^ 
together \dth the other soviet students :on exchange in Colxpbih tJniyei’iBl 
approached the ' subj oct when he was having a oonvoroation with a Russian spooldng 
person, ( this Rusolan I saw before at a performance ofV the L(Mngrad Kli’ov Ballet) 
TheJ were leaving a dlnoussion about the role of the oommuniot party in to government 
of the Soviet Union, When the topic came aroimd to elections, I asked M, vrho elected 
Stalin* He said that that is a very difficult question to answer and tliat ho would 
talk to me about that later. He then went on to explain to me that 'during the regime 
of Stalin everything was in the hands of one man. And that Stalin could have his 
way in anything he wanted. Then the Russian went away and 1 was left alone with 
M, I asked him how he liked Columbia University, and what wore his' i^ 
of New, York, Ho said that Columbia was a; very fine schoil , and^ thai^^ 
his stay. He said that N,Y, is quit 0 dirty, but that he thinlcs it is very nice, ■ ^ 

Topics;; After the prolimanary discussions we were approached, by va ;Ukrainian 
man, Mr, Laburil:a I introduced thorn and It seems that M, knew Lobunkas wife, from ■ 
some of Labunka otoi:ted n. dl.scxxsslon with.M, about the student oxohan® 

Student oxchange . L, asked M, how come there, wore 28 soviet student,s\' in America ’ 

, and only 24 American students in the USSR, M, said that the US goveiinmefat decided 
the figxrre and sent only 24 Americans to’ the USSR, L. said that this, was, hot true, 
and said that the Soviet govermont- xjas responsible. They argued this,p4ont for 
some time, each saying that he was qualified to 'discuss the issue,,'Tbe:^^ w» , 

was left xuuresolved, I asked M, if I ooxxLd study: in Kiev, or LyiV- as: a ,excte 
student M, said yes, L, said that there;: is no st^ont in Kiev right nos' a 
the last ;ti®o there was a studeht in Kiev was in 1962, L, Said that : the.: government . 
did notisentL studontn to Kiev bxioaxxao, there id .a ‘shortage’ of housii^iln^^ city, ; 

M, did not roply to this. I asked H« how he go t to be n exchange stxidont, he sold 
that tho.re was a call for volxxntors to stody in the.. ^United States and ’ 
and 3as,;aca:^ ted, . 

. Russian institute . " "''i''' t ’. 

I-I, wanted to know why the Russian institute was called the Russian iln^ r 

and sometbing else, he said thafe the So-^et ’Union is not Ihisaia, ; and that it is^'^f ^ 
wrong to confuse the tiro, he said that Ruasla is only one of the Republics of the 

USSR and tixat. he as an Armenian is- insulated by this fact. Ho, said' that the Idea - 
of Russia and' tho USSR being the same- Is a' mlsconcoptloh hold in Arixerioa, in • ^ 
the USSR nobody regards tblo; ns being the ease, 1 oold that if 
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truth I hn very L» said that 1>Q ,(M.) was wrohc and that the •’^scotiception 

starts at hone, L. cited Stalin for his speech thanking the Russian people 

for the part they played in winning the. second world war. L. said that the Russian 
peopde set the tone in the USSR, and the other mtionalltips are just there in name 
only. II. said this is not true, he said that all the nationalities are equl , and 
that he imd or stand 3 the problems of the nationalities 4f the USSR very well and 
does not thinlc that there exists a problem of Russian ohauvanism in the country. 

Russification L. said that his father works on a collective fanu in, the Ulcraine, 
L. said that last year his father _was run over by a tractor driven. h^ a man who 

was a Russian, L, wanted to knovr what a Russian was doing driving £i tractor in 

Western Ulcraine, M, said that a man cotild work wherever ha ■v/aiitod to in the USSR, 

L. said that this not the reason that tho' nan was working in the /Western Ulcraine, 

L, said that the man was resettled to the Ulcraine to help Russify Western Ukraine. 

M, said that this was nonsense, I asked H. why there are Riissian papers in the 

Ulcraine, and if there are Ukrainian papers in Russia? M, said that there are, L, 
said' that this was not true, M. said that L, is right, M, said that there id no ned 
need for Ulcralnian books or newspapers in the Russian republic, because the 
Ukrainians in the RSFSR could order these papers from Kiev and have them sent 
over, L, asked if the Russians in the UkSSR /»oul<r|J^ vlri order books from Moscow, 
and have them sent to the Ulcraine, M, did not. an^er, ~ 

Ulcrainian nationalism. M, asked L, when ho came to the US, L, said in 1944 he Jfcdfc 
left Ulcrdd.no, M, then said that L,^oft with tho Germans, L, said t hat M, was 
accusing lilm of collaboration wlth^ ho Gormans, M, said that he did not maan that, 
L, askod him how old edd ho tlalnlc ho looked, M, could not guess, Li said that he 
left tho Ulcraine ho was only 17 years old, M« said that many of the people who loft 
were active collaborants of the Germans, L. said that he was too- yo\3ng to be a 
German supporter, /. ■■ ; 



Political prisoners^ One of the men standing next to us talking with 

another soviet student, said a joke about the Russians supporting Robort Kennedy, 

I said that I Icnew a joke about two prisoners in th a slave campi After I told the 
Joke M, said that it wasn't true becau'sci it did not pertain to the facto of Soviet 
life toduy. Ho said that there are no political prisoners In the USSR today, L, - 
said that tluis is not true. Tlalo sliprtQd -an arguomont, M, said no and L, said yoB, 
M, said that thoro was a general amnesty f6r political prisoners a fev^ years ago 
and now there are no prisonors except apys, by epys he means people who reci eve. 
money for spreading anti soviet propaganda, I stayed but of th e arguement. 



Conclusion . L, said that ho had to go, and M, said that ha v/as going' with bis 
friends ( exchange studets to the tvro .guf'tars; restaurant ) L, said that he covild 
contact his vri.fa anytime in class and maybe they co\fLd meet again .someday, I said 
that it was very interesting talking to him and maybe we corild moat again someday, 
M, said yes, and left. 






